AZ Midwives HB 2247 Full Report (1).pdf
AZ Midwives HB 2247 Full Report (1).pdf



Open

Extract

































Open with





































































































Page 1 of 52
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Introductory Report Page 1 of 3

In early February, 2012, midwives and student midwives from across the state of Arizona began a collective effort 

to address the rules rewrite mandated by HB2247. A total of eight meetings were conducted in a public meeting 

room at the Phoenix Public Library every two weeks, widely advertised in the midwifery community, and open to 

all licensed midwives and students pursuing licensure. Input was also considered when submitted via email or by 

proctor for those unable to physically attend the meetings. 

It became apparent, early in the public meetings to address HB2247, that the Arizona midwifery community's 

objective was to focus on sections R9-16-106 through R9-16-111, as these are the sections that govern the day to 

day practice and care that midwives provide to their clients. Realizing that HB2247 also requires rewrite 

consideration for the process of licensure, the group respectively and collectively agreed that the Certified 

Professional Midwife (CPM) credential or equivalent is acceptable, entrusting the Arizona Department of Health 

Services, Department of Special Licensing to develop a fair and efficient licensing and testing procedure. 

Focusing on the scope of practice portion of R9-16 Chapter One, each item that affects the midwives' abilities to 

provide quality, up to date, evidenced-based care to midwifery clients in the state of Arizona was analyzed, line 

by line. At the conclusion of the public meetings, three documents were developed for the State's consideration.

The first document, titled “AZ Midwifery Rules and Regulations” represents our ideal regulatory guidelines. 

The scope of practice will be removed from rule and replaced by a general guideline similar to that which governs 

other health care providers, simply emphasizing the need for the midwife to follow current international standard 

of care, considering both the midwife's education and experience and the client's situation. This approach 

acknowledges the midwife as a professional, independent health care practitioner, assumes that holding a CPM or 

equivalent license ensures proper initial education and ongoing continuing education, and allows the midwife to 

develop practice guidelines that reflect her level of training, experience, and expertise. It allows for flexibility for 

each individual midwife, but also allows midwives as whole, in Arizona, to adapt their practice to the current 

midwifery model of care.

The second document, titled “AZ Midwifery Scope of Practice” is meant to be a living document, separate from 

rule or statute. Scope of practice written into regulation restricts the midwife's ability to update her care according 

to new evidence. Considering that the last significant update to this scope of practice via regulation occurred years

ago, this risk is significant. This document brings Arizona's rules up to the current standard of practice within the 

US midwifery model, and our intention is that it be reviewed by the Advisory Committee and kept up to date by 

the proposed Advisory Council. The version submitted here is footnoted to reflect the ways in which current rule 

would effectively change, to provide ease of information retrieval for the Advisory Committee.
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